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upon which mndl gervice has prevliousty been performed, the
Postmaster General mny contract with (he owner or master of
iny slemmship, steambont or other vessel plylng upon the
waters or between ports of the United States, for carrylng the
mnil upon snld route for nny length of time not exceceding four
years and without advertising for proposals therefor whenever
the public Interest and convenlence wiil thereby he promoted;
but the price pnid for such service shal in no case be greater
than the average price pald under the last preceding or then
ealsting regular contract upon the same route. And the Post-
mnster General may contract with the owners or masters of
stenmships, steamboats or other vessels plying upon the waters
or between ports of the United States for earrying the malfly
upon such routes where no madl service has previously been
performed, without advertistug for proposals therefor; but no
con{ract for such new service shail be for a longer time than
one year., No contract for carrying the mafls between the
United Statew and any forelgn port shail be for a longer tlme
than two years, unless otherwise direcied by Congress, (1. 8.
§ 8048; May 17, 1878, c. 107, § 5, 20 Stat. 62.)

450. Water routes; carriage of malls as fraight or express.—
When there 18 no competition for inland transportation by
stenmboat or other power-bont routes or by aeroplanes and the
rale of compensation asked 18 excesslve, or no proposal is re-
celved, the Postmaster General may require that the mails be
carried asg frelght or express, and it shall be unlawful for any
common earrier by water to refuce to carry the malls when so
reqquired, and the penalty for such offense shali be a fine of $500.
Kach day of refusnl shall constitute a separate offense. (July
2, 118, ¢, 117, § 1, 40 Stat, 747.)

451, Star routes served entirely by Rural Delivery Serv-
fce.—No part of the approprintlon for inland transportation
by star routes shall be expended for continuance of any star.
route service the patronage of which shall be served entirely
by the extension of Rural Dellvery Service, nor shall any of
sald sum be expended for sinr-route service for a patronage a
major portion of which has been served by Rural Dellvery
Service, unless the services of a qualified rural carrier can not
be secured. (July 2, 1018, c. 117, § 1, 40 Stat. 761.)

Ohnapter 18,—AIR MAIL,
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408,

Section 461, Short title—Scctlons 401 to 405 of this chapter
nuty be clted as the “ Afr Mall Act.” (Feb, 2, 1025, c. 128,
§ 1, 43 Stat. 805.)

462, Air mail defined.-—When used In scctlons 463 to 465 of
this title the tern “alr mafi” means first-clags mail pre-
pifd at the rates of postage herein preseribed. (Ieb. 2, 1925,
c. 128, § 2, 43 Stat. 8035.)

463. Same; postage rates.—~The rates of postage on air mall
shall be not less than 10 cents for cach ounce or fraction
thereof, (Ifeb, 2, 1025, c, 128, § 8, 43 Stnt, 805.)

464, Same; contracts for transportation of air mail.—The
Trostmaster General may contract with any Individual, tirm, or
corporntion for the transportation of alr mall by atreraft be-
tween snch poluts ng he may designate at a rate not to cxceed
four-ifths of the revenues derived from such air mail, and
further contract for the transportation by aircraft of first-
class mail other than air mall at a rate not to exce~d four-
fifths of the revenues derived from such first-clasy mall, The
cost of such transportation to be pald for out of the appropria-
tion for Inland trangportation by rallroad routes. (Mar. 1,
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1021, c. 88, § 1, 41 Stat. 1132; Feb, 2, 1925, . 128, § 4, 43
Stat. 805.)

465. Same; rules and regulations.—The Postmuster General
may make such runles, reguiations, and orders as may be neces-
sary to carry out the provisions of scctlons 462 to 465 of this
title. Nothing in such sectlons shall be construed to interfere
with the postage charged or to be charged on Government-
operated air mail routes. (Feb. 2, 1025, ¢, 128, § 5, 43 Stat.
800.)

466. Acroplanes for aeroplane mail service.—The Postmaster
General may expend any sum  approprigied for that pur-
pose for the purchase of acroplanes and the operatiou and
maintenunce of aeroplane mall service between such polats,
{ncluding service to and between points In Alaska, 18 he may
determine,  (Mar. 3, 1017, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat, 1064; Feb. 28,
1019, c. 69, § 1, 40 Stat. 1104,)

467. Purchase of equipment and supplies for acroplane mail
gservice—The lostinaster General shall purchase, ns far as
practicable, such nyallable and suitable equipment and supplics
for the aeroplane mali service as may be owned by or under
construction for the War Department or the Navy Department
when no longer required beeause of the cessation of war actlvi-
tles, and it shall be his duty to first ascertaln if such nvtlcles
of the character described may be secured from the War De-
partment or tho Navy Department befcre purchasing such
cquipment or supplies elsewhere, If such equipment or sup-
pHes, other than emergency supplies, are purchased elsewhere
than from the W Department or the Navy Department, the
Postmaster General shall report such action to Congress, to-
gether with the reasons for such purchases. All articles pur-
chased from elther of said departments shinll be pafd for at a
reasonible price considering wear and tear and general condi-
ton. Sald departments are suthorized to sell such equipment
and supplles to the Post Office Department under the comdi-
tiony speclfied, and the proceeds of such sales shall be covered
into the I'reasury as misceilancous receipts. The Sceretary of
War and the Secretary of the Nauvy are authorized and directed
to deliver immedintely to the Postmaster General, as he may
request, and as herelbbefore provided, such aeroplane machines,
supplies, equipment, and parts as may be serviceable and avail-
able for the acroplane mail service, the sn-ae to be out of any
equipment that the War Department or the Navy Department
hag on hand or under construction, the War Department and
the Navy Department appropriations to be credited with the
equipment turned over to the Post Office Department. Secpa-
rate accounts shall be kept of the amount expended for aero-
plane maill service. (I'eb. 28, 1019, c. 09, § 1, 40 Stat, 1104.)

468. Sale of unsuitable aviation material. —The Postmaster
Geuneral may sell under such rules and regulations ag he may
presctibo any airplanes, parts thercof, ficld equipment, tools
and other aviation material which have become unsuitable in
the Postal Service or which will detertforate amnd become unsult-
able before it can be used. The proceeds of such sales shall' be
covered Into the Treasury as “ Miscellaneous receipts.” (June
b, 1920, ¢, 253, § 1, 41 Stat. 1031.)

Chapter 14.—CARRYING TIIE MAIL,
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What aroe post roads,

Post routes,

Provisions for carrylng the mall.

Mall to every courthouse,

Carrying the mail on cannis.

Carrying the mall en plank roads.

Carrying the mall on waters of the Unlted States.
IBmergency mall servlce in Alaska,

Extending line of posts; compensation.

Selecting post roads.

Change of post-road terminus.

Disconttnuing sorvice on post road.

Contract for service over routcs not established by law.
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See.

404, Mall carrylng by vessels not In mall srcvico,

405, Prepald way letters to be recelved.

400, Carrying forelgn tetters,

407, Scarching vessels for letters.

408, Selzing and detaluing letters.

400, Dispositlon of secizures,

600, Letters In stamped envelopes carrled out of mall,

601, Separating letter mall for expedition,

602, Transfer of motor-propelied vehicles and equipment belonging to
Military Istablishment to Post Office Department; purposcs of.

603, Freight charges on property transferred; payment by States for
property received.

04, Transfer of motor vehicles, aeroplanes, machinery, and tools to

Postmaster General for use {n Postal Scrvice.

Section 481, What are post roads.—The following are estnb--
lshed post roady:

All the waters of the United States, during the time the mail
s carried tuercon.

All ralivonds or parts of rallroads which are now or here-
after may he In operation.

Ali canals, during the time the mall I8 carried thereon,

_ All plank roads during the time the mafl Is carried thercon.

The road on which the mall is carried to supply any court-
house which may be without a mall, and the rond on which the
wmail 1s carricd under contract made by the Postmaster General
for extending the line of posts to supply mails to post offices
uol on any estabdshed route, durlng the time such mall Is car-
ried thercon,

All icetter-carrler routes established in any clty or town for
the colliection and dellvery of mall matters., (R. 8. § 3064.)

482. Post routes.—All public roads and highways while kept
up and maintained as such are post routes, (Mar, 1, 1884,
c 9, 23 Stat. 3.)

483. Provisions for carrying the mail—The Postmaster
General shall provlde for carrying the maii on all post roads
established by law, as often as he, having due regard to pro-
ductiveness and other clrcumstances, may think proper. (R. S.
§ 39G5.) . ,

484. Mail to every courthouse—~The Postmaster Gencral
shali cause a mall to Le carvied from the nearest post office on
any established post rond to the courthouse of any county In
the United States whlich Js without a mail, (R. 8. § 3060.)

485. Carrying the mail on canals,—The Postmaster General
may contract fur carrying the mail on the navigable canals of
the several States, when, in his opinion, the public Interest or
convenience vequires it. (R, 8. § 3007.) .

486. Carrvying the mail on plank roads.—The Postmaste
.General may contract for carrying the malil on any plank road
in the Unlted States, when the public interest or convenience
requires it, (X, 8. § 3968.)

487. Carrying the mail on waters of the United States.—
The Postmaster General may cause the mall to be carried in
any steamboat or other vessel used ag a packet on any of the
waters of the United Siates. (R. 8. § 3069.)

488. ‘Emergency mail service in Alaska.—The Postmaster
General may provide difficult or emergency mall service in
Alaska, Including the establlshiment and equipment of velay
stations, in such manner as he may think advisable without ad-
vertising therefor, (Feb, 21, 1925, c. 283, 43 Stat. 060.)

489. Extending line of posts; compensation.—The Postmas-
ter General may enter Into contracts for extending the line of
posts to supply malls to post offices not on any eslablished
route, and, as a compensation for carrying the mail under such
contracts, may allow not cexceeding two-thivds of the salary
pald to the postmaster at such special offices. (R. 8. § 3971.)

490. Selccting post roads.—When there s more than one |

rond between places designated by law for a post road, the
Postmaster General may dlrect whieh shall be considered the
post road, (R. 8. § 3072.)
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491. Change of post-rond terminus.—The Iestmmaster Gen
eral may change the terminus of pust ronds connecting with or
intersecting rallways when the service can be thereby hmproved.
(R. 8. § 8073.)

492, Discontinuing service on post road.—Whencever, fn the
oplnion of the Postmaster Genoral, the postal service can not °
be safely continuned, the revenues collected, or the {nws main-
tained on auy post rond, he may discontinue the service on such
rond or any part thereof until the same can be safely restored.
(R. 8. § 3074.)

493. Contract for service over rontes not cstablished by
law.—The Postmaster General may, when lie decins it advisable,
contrnct for the transportation of the mails to and from any
post office; but where such gervice is performed over a route
not estublishied by law, he shail report e same to Congresy
at its meeting next thereafier, and such service shall ceaso al
tho ond of the next session of Congress, unless such route Is
established a post route by Congress. (R, 8. § 39706.)

494. Mail carrying by vessels not in mail service.—The Post-
master General may pay, to the waster or owner of any vessel
not vegularly employed in carrying the malii, 2 cents for each
letter carried Ly such vessel belween ports or places in the
United States, or from any forelgn port to any port fn the
United States; but all such letters shall be deposited in the post
oflice at the port of arrlval, (R. 8, § 8078.)

495. Prepaid way letters to be received.—Livery ralhway
postal clerk o1 other carrier of the mail shall receive any mall
matter presented to him, if properly prepald by stamps, and
deliver the same for malling at the next post office at which
hie arrlves; but no fees sball be allowed him therefor. (R. S.
§ 3080; July 31, 1882, ¢. 801, § 1, 22 Stat. 180.)

496, Carrying foreign letters.—No vessel departing from the
United States for any forelgn port shall recelve on board or
convey any letter or packet originating in the United States
which has not been regularly recelved from the post office at
the port of departure, and whlch does not relate to the cargo
of such vessel, except ns provided In section 600 of this title;
and every collector, or other officer of the port empowered to
grant clearances, shall require from the master of such vessel,
as a condition of clearance, an oath that he has not received
on board, has not under hie care or control, and will not re-
celve or convey any lelter or packet contrary to the provisions
of this section. (R, 8. § 3087.)

497. Searching vessels for letters.—Any post-offico inspector,
when Instructed by the Postmaster General to make cxamina-
tions and seizures, and the collector or other customs officer of
any port, wlthout speclal instructions, shall carefuily search
all vessels for letters which may be on board or which have
been conveyed contrary to law. (R. 8. §§ 3089, 4017; June 11,
1880, c. 208, § 1, 21 Stat, 177.)

498, Seizing and detaining letters,—Any post-ofllce inspector,
coilector, or other customs ofllcer, or United States marshal or
his deputy, may at all thmes seize all letters and bags, packets or
parcels, containing letters which are belng carried contrary to
law on bouard any vessel or on any post route, and convey the
same to the nearest post office, or may, by the direction of the
Tostmaster General or Sccretary of the Freasury, detaln them
untll two months after the final determination of ali sults and
proceedings which may, at any time witiin six months after such
seizure, be brought against any person for sending or carry-
ing sueh letters, (R. S. §§ 3990, 4017; June 11, 1880, c. 206, § 1,
21 Stat, 177.)

499. Disposition of seizures.—Every package or parcel selzed
by any post-ofiice inuspector, collector, or other customs officer,
or United States marshal or hig deputies, in which any letter
is unlawfully coneealed, shall be forfeited to the Unlted States,
and the same proceedings may be had to enforce the forfelture

l as are authorized in respect to goods, wares, and merchandise
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forfelted for violation of the revenue laws; and all laws for
the benefit and protection of customs otlicers making selzures
for violiting revenne lnws shall apply to officers making selz-
ures for violating the postal Iaws, (R, 8. §§ 3991, 4017; Juno
11, 1880, ¢, 200, § 1, 21 Stat, 177.)

500, Letters in stamped envelopes carried out of mail.—All
lotters fnclosed in stamped envelopes, if the postage stnmp is
of 0 denomination sutliclent to cover the postage that would
be charpeable thereon If the same were sent by mall, wny be
sent, conveyed, and deffvered otherwlse than by mail, provided
puch emvelope shall be duly dirceted and properly sealed, so
that the letter camumot be tnken therefrom whthout defacing
the civelope, and the dide of the fetter or of the transmission
or receipt thercof shall he wrltten or stamped upon the eu-
velope,  But the Postinnster General may suspend the operation
of thlg sectlon uvpon uny wmall route where the public interest
may require such suspension, (IR, 8. § 8093.)

01, Separating  letter mail for expedition.—-When the
amount of wail matter to be carrled on any mail route i8 so
great as to serlously retard the progress or endauger the
rseeurity of the lelter mall, or materially increase the cost of
enrrlage at the ordingry rate of speed, the Postmaster General
may provide for the separate cavriage of the lelter mail at the
sl rato of speed; but the other mail matter shall not be
delayed any more than fy absolutely neeessary, having due re-
gord to the cost of expedition and the means at his disposal for
effceting the same, (I, 8. § 3094; Feb. 18, 1875, c. 80, § 1, 18
Sat, 319.)

502, Transfer of motor-propelled vehicles and equipment
belomging to Military Establishment to Post Office Depart-
nment; purposes of —The Seeretury of War Is hereby authorized
and directed to transfer such motor-propelled vebicles and
motor equipment, including spure parts, pertuining to the Mil-
tary Establlshment as ave or mny be found to be surplus and
no longer reyuived for militury purposes, to the Yost Office
Deprrtment for use in the trangmission of malls, (Mar. 15,
1020, e, 100, § 1, 11 Stat. 530.)

503. Freight charges on property transferred; payment by
States for property received.—I'relght charges Inenrred in the
transfer of the property provided for in section £02 of thig
title shall not be defrayed by the War Department, and if the
Wur Department shall load any of sald property for shipnient
the expense of sald londing shall be relmbursed the War De-
partment by the Post Office Department by an adjustment of
the appropriations of the two departments, (Mar, 15, 1920,
¢ 100, § 4, 41 Stat. 531.)

504, Transfer of motor vehicles, acroplanes, machinery, and
tools to Postmaster General for nse ir Postal Service.~"T'he
Seeretary of War 1s also authorlzed, in hig discretion, to de-
Hver and turn over ta (he Postmaster General, without charge
therofoy, froin time to thue, such motor vehicles, neroplines,
and parts theveof, and mnehinery and tools to repalr aud main-
tuin the same, as may be sultable for use fu the Postal Service;
aund the Postmaster General is nuthorlzed to use the same in
the transportation of the mails and to pay the necessary ex-
penses  thereof, inciuding the replacement, malntenance, ex-
change, and repair of such equipment, out of any appropriation
availuble for the service in which sneb vehicles or aeroplancs
are used. (July 2, 1018, c. 117, § 8, 40 Stat, 753; Apr. 24, 1920,
c. 101, § 3, 41 Stat, 583.)

Chapter 15.—~RAILWAY SERVICE.
Nee.

621,
522,

Carrylng mall on rallway routes by horse express.

Transportation of officlal matter by railway or cxpress com-
panies,

Carrying on traing without cxtrn charge pevsons In charge of.

Conditions of railway servlice, ndjustment of compeusatlon,

623,
524,
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501,
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Classen of routes enumerated.

Full ratiway post-ofilce car service,

Apartment ratlway post oflice car scrvice,

Storage-car service.

Kervice by fall and npartment railway post-office cars and stom_go
cara,

Closed-pouch kervice,

Intes of payment for clusres of routes.

(n) 1Mull railway post-ofilce car service,

(b) Apartment raflway post-office car service,
(c) Storrge-car rervice,

(d) Chowed-pouch service.

Cars of less than standard lengthsy cars of excess Iength,

Initinl and terminal rates to cover certain expenses; varying
allowances for full raliway post-office cars, apartment railway
post office cars, and storage cars,

Computattion of cav-nfles; raflway post-ofiice eard and npartinent
rallway post-oftice cars, '

Same; storage cars.

Land-grant 1oads, )

Btyle, constructlon, and maintenance of post-ofiice carg; puy for
unsound cars; steel ears.

Fucilities for carrying and handling mails; cars at stationy;
stiatlon room; oftices for employees.

Selectlon of trnins; carrylng on any traln,

Service operated by rajlroad and stemmnboats.

Transportation requlred In mauner, under conditions, and with
service prescrlbed by Yostmaster General; compensation there-
for,

Interstate Commerce Commisslon to fix and determine rates and
compenration, ’

Relatlon between the railroads as public-service corporations and
the Government to be considered.

. Proccdure for ascertainlng rates.
5. Flling of statement by Postmaster General with Interstate Come-

merce Commission showlng transportation required.

Employnent of clerlcal assistance: pian for transportation filed
with Interstate Commerce Commission,

Notice by Interstnte Commerce Commlsslon to rallvoads; answer
of ratlroads; Wearings,

Taking testimouny, cvidence, pennltles, and procedurc.

Clasailentiou of carrlers by Interstate Commerce Commission,

Additional welghlng of nrily,

Orders of Iuterstate Commerce Commnisslon establishing vate or
compensation,

Percentage of rates allowed land-grant railroads,

Applications for reexaminations,

Powers couferred on Interstate Commerce Commission,

Conveyance under special arvangement in freight tralns; ratey,

Proof of performance of service,

Informatlon from Interstate Convmerce Commission as to revenues
from express companles; rates for transporting matter other
than flvst class.

. Determinatlon by Interstate Commerce Commissiou of postnl cav-

lond or {ess rate for transportation of fourth-cinss matter and
pevlodicals,

Distlngnishlug between several elasses of matter,

Return to wmnils; postal cards, stamped envelopes, and newspiper
Wrappers,

Sawme; eurpty mail bags.

Weighlng mail; computations.

Refusal to perform service at rates or mothods of compensation
provided by lnw,

New and additional scrvice;
service,

Special contracts for transportation; reports of.

reduction or discontinuance of

. Servlce over property owned by ancther compnay; over land-

grant companles,
I'allure to furnish cavs or compartments,
Deductions from pay for reduction in or
service,
Rntes for transportatlon by clectrle and cable cars.
Same; rates fixed by Interstate Commerce Conymission,

nounperformance of

. Contrrcts with rallways withont advertising,

. Welghing of malls; readjustments,

. Same ; withdrawnl of frelghtable lots of postal suppllen,

74, Readjustmment of pay for mail diverted after weighing periods.

. Weighing mails; paying of expenses of computations,

. Sending second-class matter by frelght; discriminations : appealss

precedence of preceedings In Court of Appeals.

. Lease of termiual rallway post offices,
. Mall messengers.

. Bame; contracts for service,



